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sign up for the 2010 Conservation Stewardship Program 


Colchester, Vermont…… Farmers AND Forest Producers may now sign up for the revamped Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) at USDA Service Centers throughout Vermont.   CSP encourages farm and forestry producers to maintain existing conservation activities and adopt additional ones on their operations. Signup for this program is on a continuous basis, however, in order to be considered for the second round of 2010 funding, applications must be submitted by January 14, 2010.

Is CSP right for you? 
CSP involves a contract in which the producer agrees to maintain existing conservation practices and to do more conservation practices during the five years of the contract. It also requires time spent with NRCS to determine your eligibility and ranking, along with providing good documentation of your operation’s conservation activities. NRCS notes that there is a lengthy application to complete plus substantial record-keeping requirements, but eligible applicants may be better enabled to continue their conservation commitment. 

NRCS has prepared a self-screening checklist that producers can complete to see if they may be eligible. To see the CSP checklist, go to http://www.vt.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CSP/index.html and click on the CSP Producer Self Screening.

To participate in CSP, producers must meet three types of eligibility criteria: the applicant must be eligible, the land must be eligible and a conservation stewardship threshold must be proven.

To be eligible to apply:

· You must be established as an operator with the USDA Farm Service Agency prior to application;

· You must have documented control of the land for the term of the contract (5 years);

· The applicant and the operation must be in compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions; and

· The applicant must have non-operation income less than $1 million or meet the adjusted gross income provisions for 2010.

Eligible land:
The land must be privately-owned agricultural land or nonindustrial private forest land, or tribal land.

Note: You must include your entire eligible operation, meaning all the land you operate and control, not just portions of the operation. Lands already enrolled in a program, such as the Conservation Reserve Program or Wetlands Reserve Program, are excluded.

Your CSP Application

If you control both agricultural and nonindustrial private forest land you have the choice of submitting two applications, one for each of these land uses. According to program requirements, since each land use does not compete against each other in the programs ranking criteria, two applications are needed.
Stewardship Threshold Requirements:
There are many questions and issues that are covered in the CSP application and in the ranking process. The current and planned level of stewardship will be evaluated and ranked for eight resource concerns, such as soil erosion, soil and water quality, energy, air quality and wildlife habitat.  Ideally, applicants will be able to demonstrate a high level of stewardship for many of these concerns.

NRCS encourages producers who may not yet meet CSP stewardship requirements to work with the local conservation staff on a conservation plan, and to take advantage of cost-sharing programs, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program or the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program, to work toward a successful CSP enrollment in future years.

Estimated Payment Ranges

Applicants could be paid $12-$22 per acre for cropland (includes sugar bush), $6-$12 for forestland, and $7-$14 for pastureland, although higher payments could be paid to applicants who have already achieved exceptional conservation, and who agree to apply additional conservation activities on their enrolled land. Payments are made after completion of the contract year, so for contracts signed in 2010, payments will be made in October, 2010.

Appointments Needed
After completing the self-assessment checklist, contact NRCS for an application packet. After you complete and submit your application package to NRCS, you’ll need to set up an office appointment if you feel you meet the eligibility criteria for CSP. Time is limited for this signup period, so applicants are required to have completed documentation at the appointment. NRCS will conduct a field visit before contracts are signed with successful applicants, to verify information and check records. To find your local NRCS office, go to: http://www.vt.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CSP/index.html and click on Find a Service Center.

If you submit an application after the January 14, 2010 deadline, your application will be considered for the next round of funding, which will likely occur later on in the summer.


More information is available at www.vt.nrcs.usda.gov 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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